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INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR GARDEN RATES 2017-18 

 
This booklet aims to provide you with information about your CEPC Garden Rates for the 
coming year. Your Garden Rates pay for the care and maintenance of the Park Crescent 
garden and also for any additional works such as painting and refurbishment of the 
garden’s gates and railings. Park Crescent garden is self-supporting and receives no 
services or subsidy from The Royal Parks or Westminster City Council.  
 

As the custodian of Park Crescent garden, the CEPC aims to preserve as much as possible 
of its historic character at the same time as providing a tranquil and inviting amenity for 
residents and those who work in the buildings surrounding the garden. All Park Crescent 
garden ratepayers have access by electronic key fob to the garden. 
 

The CEPC is independent of Westminster City Council, Royal Parks and the Crown Estate. 
It is run by its own Board of Commissioners, all are unpaid, the majority living or working 
around Regent’s Park.  
 

 

CEPC GARDEN RATES – HOW ARE THEY CALCULATED? 

To calculate how the garden’s costs are to be distributed via rates across the properties 
in Park Crescent, the CEPC determines a rental value for every property each year. For 
many years the CEPC relied on the HMRC Valuation Office for its valuations of business 
properties, but from 2014 onwards the CEPC decided it would carry out its own annual 
valuations. Your CEPC property valuation may be subject to an adjustment each year to 
reflect changes in the property rental market. This means that ratepayers might expect 
to see annual changes in their Garden Rate bills resulting from the revaluation. 
 

It is important to remember that revaluation does not affect the overall amount of 
money received by the CEPC, only the proportion of income it receives from each 
property. 
 

For businesses, the CEPC valuation may vary from the one set by Westminster City 
Council for Business Rates because the valuation date will be different and the CEPC’s 
opinion of your property’s value may also be different. However, the CEPC’s valuation 
will be based on the same definition of rateable value as used for Business Rates.  
 

In setting the Garden Rate, the CEPC estimates the cost of providing gardeners and 
maintenance for the garden and then calculates the contribution needed from each 
property towards meeting those costs, based on the rateable value of the property. This 
results in the Garden Rate multiplier (expressed in pence/£) and is the same for all 



properties. Each rate contribution is calculated by multiplying the Garden Rate multiplier 
by the rateable value. In 2017-18 the CEPC estimates that the garden will cost about 
£40k in total to maintain. Income received from events licences that is over and above 
this figure will be put into the garden’s reserve fund to pay for refurbishment works. 
 
If a property has been demolished, the CEPC removes that property from its rating list 
until it has been rebuilt and has reached the stage of being roofed-over, at which point 
rating recommences. 
 

WHAT YOUR RATE BILL SHOWS FOR 2017-18 

Your Garden Rates are charged in two equal parts each year, in April and October. The 
bill will often show the rates split over two lines. The first line shows the part of the rate 
due for routine maintenance of your garden. The maintenance element of the rate could 
normally be expected to remain at a similar level year-on-year, except for the influence 
of annual inflation on costs. Where shown, the second line indicates the rate portion 
that would be due for additional refurbishment works. 
 

This year the rate for routine maintenance work has been set at 0.884p/£ and the 
resulting average rise in garden rates for most domestic properties is approximately 2% 
when compared to last year.  
 

In each of the last few years a refurbishment rate has also been charged to fund the 
improvement works that are planned for the garden. However, this year, large sections 
of Park Crescent properties have been demolished and have been taken out of rating. So 
the CEPC has decided that rather than impose a significantly larger rate on the remaining 
properties in Park Crescent, a refurbishment rate will not be charged this year. The 
shortfall in garden funding for the refurbishment works will be made up by running a 
larger than usual garden event programme and the effect of this can be seen in the 
income chart on the next page. An example of a garden rate bill for 2017-18 is set out 
below.  
  

Rate Details Yearly Value Rate Amount Due 

50 Park Crescent, Regent's Park, W1 
 

Garden Rate – Maintenance £71,000 0.884 p/£ £313.82 

    

  Amount due: £313.82 

 

It should be remembered that all the funding generated from the CEPC’s Garden Rates 
and event licences is retained for expenditure only on Park Crescent garden and does not 
cross-subsidise any other garden. 
 

CHANGES IN PARK CRESCENT 

The toilet facilities in the north eastern corner of the garden are now in the process of 
being refurbished following drainage repairs last year and will come back into service in 



time for the coming summer season. The new pedestrian access gate, next to the toilet 
facilities, is now fully installed and will also be brought into use this summer, completing 
the recent programme of gate introductions and refurbishments.  
 

The CEPC is progressing with the preparation of its refurbishment plans for Park Crescent 
garden. This project has involved undertaking some careful research work to understand 
the original layout of the garden and to formulate plans to renew the path surfaces and 
rejuvenate the planting scheme. In addition, plans are being prepared for the 
refurbishment of the Nursemaid’s tunnel, to improve its lighting and overall condition.  
 

The retaining walls leading down to the tunnel on both the northern and southern sides 
are in poor condition and may require some extensive engineering work to stabilise 
them. The tunnel and garden projects will take some time to fund and then complete, 
but the CEPC hopes to have finished documenting its plans later this year for discussion 
with ratepayers. 
 

 
 

 

CONTACTING THE CEPC 

If you would like to know more about the CEPC, its services or your rates bill please 
contact the CEPC on 020 7935 8049 or info@cepc.org.uk or visit us at 12 Park Square 
East or www.cepc.org.uk. 
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