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CROWN ESTATE PAVING COMMISSION 

INFORMATION ABOUT YOUR RATES FOR 2019-20 

The information in this leaflet is intended to help you understand how the CEPC calculates your rates, 

how those rates have changed since last year, and what services your rates are being spent on. Over 

the last few years the CEPC has been investing your rates in new street lighting and road resurfacing. 

Last year, we turned our attention to the Outer Circle pavements which we are required to maintain 

and completed a stretch outside Winfield House as well as at Kent Passage and relaid the Florentine 

paving at St Andrews.  The programme to install new street lighting estate wide, together with the 

renewal of the associated power supplies, is on-going and is already showing a reduction in our utility 

costs. There is still much to do in these areas and both the paving and lighting programmes will 

continue this coming year, alongside the refurbishment of St Katharine’s Precinct which was delayed 

from last year.  

While the CEPC continues to manage its budgets with great care, its overall rate income will need to 

increase by 3.3% in 2019-20 to cover our costs (excluding additional monies being raised through 

garden refurbishment rates for specific projects being planned – see over**). However, a number 

of property revaluations have also taken place for the coming year and their effects on your rates, 

which you will see in your demand, is explained below. 

ABOUT THE CEPC & ITS RATES 

The CEPC is independent of both The Royal Parks and The Crown Estate and is run by its own 
Board of Commissioners, all of whom are unpaid and either current or former business or 
domestic residents and ratepayers of the estate. 

Although estate residents pay Council Tax or Business Rates for some of their services to either 
Camden or Westminster, with the exception of refuse collections, the councils make no 
contribution to the upkeep of those areas managed and maintained by the CEPC. These areas 
are entirely funded from CEPC rates levied on domestic and business residents. Specific rates 
fund each of the following services: 

Paving Rates 

- maintenance and repair of the private terrace roadways and pavements 
- 24hr security patrol and operation of the park gates 
- street cleaning 
- street lighting of the roads and pavements 
- enforcement of the parking regulations  

Garden Rates 

- maintenance and refurbishment of the individual communal gardens  

 

Routine  Garden 
Maintenance 
£342k    13%

Garden 
Refurbishments   

£215k    8%

Routine Paving 
Maintenance 
£305k    12%

Road & Paving 
Refurbishment    

£602k   24%

Security  & 
Parking Control

£431k   17%

Street Lighting 
£70k   3%

Steet Cleaning 
£123k    5%

Administration 
£461k   18%

CEPC BUDGET 2019-20

Garden Rate 
Maintenance 
£335k    13%

Garden Rate 
Refurbishment 
£323k    13%

Non-Rate Income 
£344     14%

Paving Rate 
Maintenace & 

Operations

£1203k   48%

Paving Rate 
Refurbishment 
£302k    12%

CEPC INCOME PROFILE 2019-20



Your rate bills are based on the Yearly Rental Value of your property and details of how this 
value is determined and how your rates are calculated are available below and on the reverse 
of your rate bill. 

For those properties having the benefit of their own communal garden or an adjacent garden, the 
garden rate bills are set using the same method as for the paving rate, and are calculated to recover 
the costs of maintaining each specific terrace garden. Like all CEPC spending, a tight control is kept 
on the routine maintenance portion of your garden rates; the cost of this however will vary from 
garden to garden. 

Every few years some additional investment in garden refurbishment may be required, beyond what 
can be considered as routine maintenance. These additional costs are recovered through the element 
of the garden rate specified as refurbishment on your rate bill. Refurbishment may include significant 
hard landscaping works such as relaying paths, refurbishing or painting railings, lawn refurbishment, 
replanting projects, tree surveying and specific tree works. Refurbishment rates are normally levied 
over a number of years depending on the cost of these projects. There are no cross-subsidies among 
the gardens, so each garden is maintained and refurbished from its own garden rate, on a self-funding 
basis.  

UNDERSTANDING YOUR RATE BILL 

You receive your half-yearly rate bills on 1st April and 1st October. Each bill normally shows two lines 
for each type of rate due on your property. For each rate type, one line indicates what is due for 
routine maintenance, while the second line shows the funding for specific refurbishment works. (If 
there are no refurbishment costs to recover in the year, only one line for maintenance will appear.) 
An example rate bill might show the following: 

Rate Details Yearly Value Rate Amount Due 

50 Chester Crescent, Regent's Park, NW1 

      

Paving Rate - Maintenance £80,500 1.16 p/£ £466.90 

Paving Rate - Refurbishment £80,500 0.29 p/£ £116.72 

  Amount due:   £583.62 

The total garden and paving rates to be collected from the estate for the coming year are shown 
below, together with last year’s comparatives and the year-on-year change. 

Year-on-year comparisons 2018-19 2019-20 Change 

Garden rate income £429k £459k ** 7% 

Paving rate income £1,474k £1,507k 3% 

Total rate income £1,903k £1,963k 3% 

REVALUATION OF THE ESTATE FOR 2019 

The CEPC uses the annual rental values of the properties on its estate to calculate what portion of 
its costs are distributed to each property. Its surveyor carries out an annual valuation exercise for 
properties on the estate drawing on the market rental evidence from all the recognised available 
sources. This process is applied to both business and domestic properties and your CEPC property 
valuation may be adjusted each year if there are found to be changes in market rental evidence. 
Even if your property is not affected by a change to its rental valuation, other properties may have 
been affected, and the result will be an overall increase or decrease in the allocation of rates to your 
property. 

The outcome of the revaluation exercise for 2019 has indicated some growth in the rental values for 
most business premises and, with a few exceptions, no growth in the majority of domestic terrace 
rental values. The main changes have taken place at: 

Chester Gate +10%   

Chester Place +10%   

Cumberland Terrace +9%   

Gloucester Gate +9%   

York Terrace West +9%   
Park Square East & West +8%    

It is important to remember that a revaluation does not directly affect the overall income received 
by the CEPC, only the proportion of its income received from each property. 

For businesses, the valuation process may result in a valuation that varies from that adopted 
by the local authority for Business Rates because the valuation dates will be different and the 
CEPC’s opinion of your property’s value may also vary from that used for Business Rates. 

Do you want to know more? 

If you would like to know more about the CEPC, its services or your rates please contact us on 
020 7935 8049 or info@cepc.org.uk , or visit us at 12 Park Square East, NW1 4LH or at 
www.cepc.org.uk. 
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